Remote Learning Plan - 2020/2021
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils, parents or carers about
what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to
remain at home and following the Government announcement about school closure 04/01/21.
All schools are expected to offer immediate remote education and:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built
incrementally.
Allow access to high quality online and offline resources and teaching videos that link to our
curriculum expectations.
Select the online tools that will be used across the school to allow interaction, assessment
and feedback, and train staff in their use.
Provide printed resources such as textbooks or workbooks, for pupils who do not have
online access.
Recognise that younger pupils or pupils with SEND may not be able to access remote
education without adult support.
Set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day in different
subjects.
Provide frequent, clear explanations of new content delivered by a teacher or through high
quality curriculum resources or videos.
Guage the progress pupils are making and provide feedback, at least weekly.
Adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to questions or assessments.

Remote learning for pupils
Little Aston Primary Academy has used research from the Educational Endowment Foundation as a
basis for our approach to remote learning.
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/best-evidence-onsupportingstudents-to-learn-remotely/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/remote-education-good-practice/remote-educationgood-practice
We believe the characteristics of good teaching are more important than the medium of delivery,
whether face to face in the classroom or through remote provision through live or pre-recorded
lessons or tutorials. We aim to ensure that through our remote education;





Pupils’ receive clear explanations.
Pupils’ confidence is developed through scaffolded practice, particularly when new content
is introduced.
Pupils have opportunities to learn, practice and apply new knowledge or skills.
Pupils receive feedback on how to progress.



We recreate some aspects of the interactivity and dialogue between teachers and pupils
including questioning and reflective discussion to support engagement and motivation for
pupils.

When implementing strategies to support pupils’ remote learning, or supporting parents to do this,
things we consider:





Ensuring access to technology is key, especially for disadvantaged or vulnerable pupils.
Peer interactions can provide motivation and improve learning outcomes.
Supporting pupils to work independently can improve learning outcomes.
Different approaches to remote learning suit different types of content and pupils.

The remote curriculum
A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard
approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.
Remote education provision available immediately
EYFS
Parents to access home learning guidance and links on the Reception and Sparkletots Intranet
Pages. Communication will also be through the Learning Book.

KS1
Year 1: Parents to access home learning guidance and links on the Year 1 Class Intranet Pages and
the Y1 Google Classroom.

Year 2: Home learning guidance and links on the Year 2 Class Intranet Page and work set for pupils to
access through their Google Classroom Page.

KS2
Years 3,4, 5 and 6: Parents can access guidance and information on their class intranet pages and
work is set for pupils through their Google Classroom Pages.

Curriculum
•

•
•

We aim to teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and
appropriate. The teachers will ensure that the planned learning and resources available will
replicate what is being taught in school. However, there made need to be some adaptations
in some subjects eg. Links to live lessons may be to White Rose Videos, Oak Academy or
other available resources.
Teachers use the medium and long term plans and curriculum skills progression documents
to make sure the core learning sequence is as it would be in school.
Teachers will identify what is important for the children to learn and remember and they will
prioritize important concepts, including the ready to progress criteria in Mathematics. Tricky
concepts may be postponed until a later stage for face to face teaching.

Number of hours – there are minimum expectations for remote provision. The minimum
expectation for Primary age pupils is three hours of meaningful learning in KS1 and four hours in
KS2 in different subjects.
In Little Aston Primary Academy teachers from Y1 up to Y6 will publish a weekly timetable on Google
Classroom of the expected remote learning in different subjects for the relevant class. This will be
published on a Monday.
In Reception and KS1 weekly guidance and resources for remote learning will be available on the
class Intranet Pages.
Accessing remote education at Little Aston Primary Academy
EYFS Reception and Sparkletots
Parents and children can access remote education through;
•
•
•

The learning book
Reception and Sparkletots Class Intranet pages.
Parents are provided with all log in details when children start the school.

Online Resources for pupils include:
•
•
•
•
•

Teach your Monster to Read
Bug Club
RM Easimaths
Espresso
Education City.

In addition there are resources and activities for parents to support children with mark making / prewriting skills, letter and number formation, letters and sounds phonics and word flashcards.

KS1 and KS2: Year 1 to Year 6
Parents and children can access information and resources on the class intranet pages. Pupils can
access this through their RM Unify log in and parents can log in via the school website. Pupils also
access remote learning links on their Google Classroom pages.
Online resources used for pupils in Year 1 to Year 6 include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Readiwriter (Spelling)
RM Easimaths
Bug Club
Education City
Oak National Academy
Letters and Sounds
Phonics Play
Accelerated Reader – myOn
Times Tables Rockstars
White Rose Maths Home Learning Site.

Practical resources and guidance, including word mats, phonics resources, reading, writing and
mathematics activities as well as subject challenges are provided.

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access
remote education?
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the following
approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
Any parents without suitable online access at home should contact school by phoning 0121 7949350
or emailing office@littleaston.staffs.sch.uk to let us know what the problem is. The Headteacher or
Class Teacher will contact you to discuss appropriate ways to support your child’s learning at home.
•
•
•
•

We have been issued with one DFE laptop which we can loan out and school have allocated
a couple of other laptops to support pupils if needed.
If there are issues where parents require devices that enable an internet connection (for
example, routers or dongles), let us know so we can get information to you about access.
Printable materials / workbooks can be made available for pupils without online access.
These would be collected by prior arrangement with the school office.
Pupils can submit work to their teachers if they do not have online access by ‘posting’ into
the box outside main reception on allocated days as agreed with their class teacher.

Here is a guide on how to access Google classroom using a games console:
Classroom can be opened using games console Xbox and Playstation. There isn’t an app that pupils
can add to their consoles, instead, they have to use the built-in browsers that come on the two
devices. On Xbox, it is Microsoft Edge; on Playstation, it is the “www” browser. If pupils have a
keyboard they can plug in, otherwise, they will have to use their controllers to click on the classroom
tiles, open up assignments and type.
Access Google Classroom with an Xbox
1. Go to the Home Menu.
2. Select My games and apps.

3. Scroll down to Apps.
4. Go to Microsoft Edge application.
5. Type in a search for Google Classroom or enter classroom.google.com
6. Select Go to Classroom, then log in using school login and password.
Access Google Classroom with a PS4
1. Use your controller to scroll to the far right of the bar with games to Library.
2. Select Library application.
3. Within the library use the search bar to type in Internet.
4. Select the Internet Browser app.
5. Start Internet Browser and press the triangle button on the controller to search.
6. Once on the internet, type in the search box Google Classroom and select the appropriate link
7. Select Go to Classroom, then log in using school login and password.
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely at Little Aston Primary
Academy:
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Published lesson plans including links to recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy
lessons, White Rose Online Maths, Phonics Play or video/audio recordings made by
teachers), power-point presentations, suitable websites or videos. All links to resources and
lessons produced externally are chosen because they integrate to the school curriculum.
Chunking learning rather than delivering in one block to make it easier for pupils to focus on
the important knowledge, skills and concepts to learn as well as understanding that children
find it more difficult to concentrate online.
Keeping instructions simple and straightforward to use and not overly complicated with too
many resources, graphics or illustrations.
Providing clear explanations, communicating expectations and providing opportunities to
correct errors or misconceptions.
Printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) where requested.
Online individual reading through Bug Club and MyOn and opportunities to ‘read to/with’
school staff using Google Meet links. Textbooks and reading books pupils have at home,
setting assignments linked to topic book resources on MyOn as well as accessing online
resources available such as The British Library.
Small group or individual precision teaching eg. Phonics, arithmetic using Google Meet with
teachers and teaching assistants.
Online tutorials / meetings or short presentations with teachers and TAs through Google
Meet. These will provide pupils with an overview of their learning to the bigger picture and
where the lesson sits in a sequence, linking to prior knowledge. These will also provide

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

teachers with opportunities to model learning which can be followed by consolidation and
application opportunities.
Online quizzes using Kahoot / Google Forms to assess prior knowledge as well as
opportunities to practise and focus on developing existing knowledge and skills eg.
Spellings, handwriting, tables etc.
Links to resources and curriculum information on class intranet pages.
Links to commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or
areas, including video clips or sequences.
Long-term project work and/or internet research activities, including opportunities for peer
collaboration and assessment using Google Classroom.
Recorded or live lesson segments followed by interactive discussions, tasks or feedback.
Concentration span is shorter online than the length of a typical lesson so filming a
complete classroom lesson may be ineffective.
Providing opportunities for peer interaction through Google Meet to motivate pupils and
develop their social skills and sense of community.
Safeguarding is of the upmost importance to us and staff are following the addendum to the
safeguarding policy and SUAT remote learning policy update January 2021.
We aim to give our families the flexibility to access lessons and learning at a suitable time
and pace of learning during the day, especially important if more than one child in a family
needs to access a lesson at a given time or there are limited devices available. We also need
to ensure that workload for teachers is reasonable and manageable as they are teaching
groups in school and remotely. Therefore teachers are available during the normal school
day although we expect that pupils may still be submitting work later than this. All work and
comments are notified through to the SLT inbox for monitoring. Some pupils are still on
Google Classroom after 10.00pm which we consider too late for them. 8.30pm is the latest
we believe any pupil should be completing their remote learning.
A weekly timetable of the expected learning that children are required to complete is
published each Monday on Class Intranet Pages / Google Classroom.

Engagement and feedback
Expectations for pupils’ engagement with remote education
•

•
•

We expect pupils who are well, to access at least the minimum primary requirement of
three hours work per day in KS1 and four hours per day in KS2. This can include reading,
spellings and arithmetic practice.
The three or four hours does not have to be all direct teaching. High quality independent
work is appropriate as part of this time.
Only the pupils should be messaging the staff through Google Classroom as this log in is for
them only.

Expectations of parental support
•

We understand that parents have many challenges in balancing the demands of remote
learning, family circumstances and work but we expect that parents would set a routine to

•

support your child’s education and let us know if you require further support from the
school in managing this.
Contact school by emailing office@littleaston.staffs.sch.uk for any support needed.

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if
there are concerns?
•

•
•
•
•

Pupils from Y2 to Y6 are expected to submit their work online through Google Classroom
daily where teachers will check engagement daily. Staff will monitor engagement during the
week and provide online feedback either in written format on submitted work or Google
Chat or verbally through Google Meet. This is being extended to Y1 in January 2021.
Reception pupils should submit evidence of learning through the Learning Book via the
parent portal where staff will also provide feedback.
Teachers will also meet with pupils remotely at least once per week using Google Meet.
Teachers will provide daily instructions for learning activities either in verbal, video or
written format.
Parents will be contacted by telephone, email or Google Meet if teachers have concerns
about engagement with remote learning or quality of work.

Assessment and Feedback
Feedback can take many forms and does not always mean extensive written comments for individual
children. Examples of feedback include:
•
•
•
•
•

Whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms.
Individual written feedback on the learning book or on submitted work through google
classroom.
Verbal feedback via google meet or voice message, pre-recorded videos.
Written feedback on any paper based work submitted to school.
Whole class or group feedback on google classroom chat or class intranet pages.

Pupils will receive feedback on their work in some form each day.
Additional support for pupils with particular needs
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND) or English as an Additional Language (EAL), may not be able to access remote
education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on
families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:
•

•

We can work with families to deliver remote education for pupils with SEND not in school,
in liaison with the SENCO, by providing personalised work packs, adapted resources or
individual google classroom areas for the child.
Teaching staff will liaise with the SENCO and other relevant members of staff to ensure all
pupils remain fully supported.

•

To deliver remote education for younger pupils, for example those in Sparkletots and
Reception, individual dialogue and support will be provided through communications in the
learning book.

Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole
groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.
If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education
differ from the approaches described above?
Whilst a child’s class bubble remain in school, throughout the day the teachers will be
teaching their class. Teachers also need time outside of the school day to plan, prepare and
resource both face to face and online lessons, as well as provide feedback. In addition they
have duties to maintain within the school. Therefore it will not be possible to pre-record or
post detailed explanations of work set for pupils isolating, although they will ensure this
matches work taught in school as closely as possible. They will try to set up google meets
with the child and the class to ensure some contact during the week Y2 to Y6.

